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Rules and Tips for Successful Signature-Gathering! 
 

This is an initiative for the November 2016 ballot, giving voters the opportunity to create a smart 

cannabis policy that supports small farmers, protects our environment and creates jobs. To put this on 

the November 2016 ballot, we must first collect 5,000 signatures by June 30th. We know that 5,000 

signatures in two months may sound like a lot, but many hands make light work! 

 

WHO CAN SIGN AND WHO CAN GATHER? 
* Sign: Registered voters in Mendocino County may sign the petition. They must sign pen-to-paper on 

official petitions printed by the campaign. (You cannot photocopy petitions yourself or sign online.) 

* Gather: Anyone may help gather signatures but someone 18 yrs or older, must sign the affidavit for 

gathering the signatures. 

 

WHAT ARE THE RULES FOR SIGNING? 
For signatures to be valid, there are very specific and unforgiving rules and these are strictly enforced by 

the County and the State. 

* Only signatures for Mendocino County voters are counted; the signature of someone who is not 

registered to vote will not count toward our goal. Duplicate signatures are also disqualified, so please 

ask if they’ve already signed the LOCAL initiative (there is currently a state initiative for adult-use of 

marijuana). 

* Signers must write legibly and use their name and address from current voter registration records. 

Each signer must stay well within the boxes for “Name” and “Address.” No nicknames or PO boxes may 

be used. Names and addresses must be legible to count. If the first signer on each petition writes 

legibly, others will follow suit. 

* If someone mistakenly signs the petition sheet (from another town), simply cross the name out with a 

single line. Signatures on the sheet with the error will still count. 

* The only place where signers should write is within the specified boxes for Name, address, signature 

and City/Zip. Please do not write on any other part of the petition. 

* Every Wednesday, we will encourage petitions to be taken to the nearest drop-off location.  

 

http://www.heritageinitiative.com/
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WHAT CAN’T I DO? 
* Do NOT write in the margins of the petition; this may invalidate all the signatures on the sheet. 

* Do NOT highlight or underline any text of the petition; this may invalidate all the signatures on the 

sheet. 

* Do NOT doodle in the margins or write a signature tally or make any stray mark on the petition; this 

may invalidate all the signatures on the sheet. 

* Do NOT spill food or coffee on a petition; this may invalidate all the signatures on the sheet. 

* Do NOT photocopy petition sheets; signatures on “homemade” petitions are invalid. (If you need 

additional petitions, just let us know. We’ll get you as many as you need.) 

* If a stray mark or stain appears on the petition, simply “retire” that petition sheet by having no one 

else sign it. Send the petition to the campaign and we will still submit it, although it may not be 

validated by the state. 

 

HOW DO I ASK PEOPLE TO SIGN? 
<SAMPLE RAP> 

Gatherer: “Hi, can you help with a quick signature to support small farmers?” 

Signer: “Sure, what is this?” 

Gatherer: “Are you registered to vote in Mendocino County?” (If “no” –hand them a voter registration 

card; if “yes” – big smile and hand the signer a pen.) 

Gatherer: “Thanks, this is to regulate medical cannabis in our county so we can support our small 

farmers, protect our forests and streams and generate new jobs.” 

Signer: “Oh, that sounds good. But I think I may have already signed this….” 

Gatherer: “There is also a STATE initiative on adult-use of marijuana, but you would have recognized our 

petition. It’s not corporate-looking.” 

Signer: “You’re right. I did sign the other, but I want to sign this.” 

Gatherer: “You’re awesome. Thank you.” 

  

http://www.heritageinitiative.com/
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TRIED AND TRUE TIPS FOR GATHERING: 
 

* Set a goal: 20 signatures per hour is a good goal in a busy place. 

* Bring supplies: clipboards, petitions, pens, voter registration cards, signs (printable posters and other 

printable materials are available at www.heritageinitiative.com/intitiative – tape these to the back of 

clipboards or display on a table.) 

* Petition form (with affidavit on back) and legislation MUST stay attached. Treat that staple as sacred. 

Any changes to the ‘petition packet’ may disqualify the signatures. Please take care with the paper. 

* Review the legibility of each name and address – VERY IMPORTANT. If it can’t be read, it will be 

disqualified. 

* Choose a high-traffic location: an event that will draw a crowd or a busy public place.  Visit 

heritageinitiative.com/events for a list of fairs, festivals, and other events, which will draw a crowd. 

*By state law, we may gather on public property. Some of the best locations: farmers’ markets, recycling 

centers, public sidewalks or parks, in front of a busy library, post office, town hall or shopping center. 

* Ask everyone: there’s no guessing who will sign, so give everyone a chance. 

* Presentation: remove sunglasses for effective eye contact, speak clearly, and always be polite. When 

gathering at a table, stand in front to draw people over and use the table as a signing platform as you 

continue to engage people and invite them to sign. 

* Pitch: be quick, find a line that works for you (for example, “Hi, can you help our small farmers with a 

quick signature?”  

* Questions: if the signer asks for more info, respond, “This is an initiative for the November 2016 ballot, 

giving voters the opportunity to create a smart cannabis policy that supports small farmers, protects our 

environment and creates jobs.” We will provide a one-pager with the full text of the initiative. You can 

also direct them to our website for more info.  

* Rejection: ask “will you help us?” rather than “will you sign” (help is a powerful word); still, most 

people will say “no,” don’t let it bother you- people may not be registered to vote or may be in a hurry, 

or in a bad mood and that’s okay. The more people you ask, the more signatures you will gather! Be 

friendly in the face of rejection, it reflects well on the campaign. If an angry or combative person 

approaches, smile and walk away- everyone is entitled to their opinion and we want to always be polite.  

* Mistakes: if someone mistakenly signs the petition sheet (from another town), simply cross the name 

out with a single line; if someone prints the wrong address on the correct petition, simply cross the 

name out with a single line and have them complete the line below 

* Success: base your success on the signatures you gather per hour, not the people who pass by. 

http://www.heritageinitiative.com/

